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The Story in Six Acts 

Read Genesis 2:15-17; 3:6 
 
As we move through the Story it is important to remember the first two elements before we 
enter into the third act.  Before anything existed, there was God.  God is self-existing.  He 
needs nothing for the sustaining and perpetuating of His being.  He is eternal, having neither a 
beginning nor an ending.  He is unchanging, perfect, all-powerful, all-present, all-knowing 
and infinite.  There are no outside limitations to God.  In creating, God condescended.  He 
stooped in the making of a platform in which and from which His glory will be known.  The 
world He created is beautiful.  Beauty is only definable as it reflects God.  All things 
discovered by humanity speak to God’s beauty.  All of its minutia and detail, its symmetry 
and predictability shadow the Maker. 
 
Those things we taste, smell, touch, and see in shadow are mere whispers of His voice.  The 
breath robbing splendor of morning light and sheer magnitude of ocean’s depth is only the 
outer reaches of His garment’s hem.  In comparison to God, all of creation’s mystery is as 
nothing.  “My lifetime is as nothing in His sight” (Ps. 39:5).  “All the nations are as nothing 
before Him, they are regarded by Him as less than nothing and meaningless” (Isa. 40:17).  “His 
enemies are considered as nothing” (Isa. 41:11, 12).  In fact, all the inhabitants of the earth are 
accounted as nothing” (Dan. 4:35). 
 
Think of those inexplicable moments when everything appears to be right with your world.  
This is the world in which Adam and Eve lived 24/7.  They lived with God.  Their communion 
with Him was unhindered by any barrier other than the barrier separating finite man from 
infinite God.  They knew no shame, no guilt, no fear, nothing that currently marks our 
existence.  It was a life unmarked by war, disharmony, tension, awkwardness, confusion, and 
misunderstanding.  Nothing like this existed.  The world was at peace with God and itself. 
 
All of this was theirs.  In the abundance of God’s invitation, He gave one prohibition for the 
good of His people, “From the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat from it you will surely die” (Gen. 2:17).  The caution was for their 
protection.  The question asked of them was simple, “Who do you love more, yourself or me?”  
Adam and Eve chose self rather than God, and thus chose to reject all God was in His person 
and work. 
 
Somehow we must capture the brilliance of their existence prior to their sin and the invading 
darkness in their choice.  Their choice would become systemic.  It now pervades the whole.  
No one and nothing is left untouched.  What they did, we continue to do.  Like Adam and Eve, 
our voices are joined to theirs and we say, “No” to God.   
 



Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

In that “no” came shame, guilt, fear, war, disharmony, tension, awkwardness, confusion, and 
misunderstanding.  Nothing would ever be the same.  The world would now be in conflict 
with God and itself.  Adam and Eve would now hide from God and seek to cover their 
nakedness by the work of their own hands.  The attempts at undoing their deed only 
compounded the problem.  The shame and fear they experienced tore at their souls as 
darkness called out from within.  Pandora's Box had been opened and nothing created could 
close it.  It was only by gracious confrontation that a remedy was provided.  This will be the 
focus of the fourth act in the Story. 


